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Research and Technology Organisations in the service economy (RISE)
(EU, Targeted Socio Economic Research Programme)


Members:

4 University of Brighton, Centre for Research in Innovation Management, CENTRIM, (UK)
4 Deutsche Insitut fur Wirtschaftsforschung, DIW, (D)
4 Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore, Istituto di Economia dell’Impresa e del Lavoro (I)
4 Instituto Nacional de Engenheria e Tecnologia Industrial, INETI, (P)
4 Swedish National Board for Industrial and Technical Development, Science and Technology Policy Studies, NUTEK, (S)
4 Studies in Technology, Innovation and Economic Policy, STEP, (N)
4 Netherlands Organisation for Applied Scientific Research, Centre for Technology and Policy Studies TNO, (NL)

The project has two main objectives:

Innovation function and the landscape of R&D services. 
To map, analyse and compare movements of R&D related service functions between institutions in the public and private sector in several countries with a specific focus on the services performed by public research and technology organisations and on the increasing presence of national and international infrastructures of intensive knowledge business services.

Policy practice, management strategies and institutional relationships.
To facilitate discussion of past and future policy practice related to RTOs service functions and their funding and delivery with regard to instruments and strategies for managing the supply of innovation competencies within regional and national framework.

These objectives imply empirical, conceptual and methodological work at a meso to micro level, within specific significant cluster of firms and innovation agents, together with a critical evaluation of existing data sources at the macro level. They also imply cross-national comparison of this subsystem of innovation and multidisciplinary analysis. Statistical, economic and sociologic understandings are required. Finally the project implies a tight contact with policy agencies and research and technology organisation not only to disseminate but also to empirically verify the results of the analysis.
The contributions of the unit from the Catholic University consists in a detailed description of the Italian System of Innovation and in an analysis of innovation, both technological and organisational, in the telecommunications cluster.


